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Abstract. The two species of Aidia Lour. (Rubia¬ 
ceae, Gardenieae) newly described here bring this 
genus to three species in Tanzania and Kenya. Aidia 
abeidii S. E. Dawson & Gereau, from evergreen 
coastal forests of eastern Tanzania and Kenya, 

the Rubiaceae treatment for the Flora of Tropical East 
Africa. Aidia crassifolia S. E. Dawson & Gereau, from 
evergreen forests of northeastern and east-central 

inflorescences than the other two species of Aidia 

Hook. f. (Rubiaceae, Octotropideae), P. ntemii S. E. 
Dawson & Gereau, from evergreen forests of the East 
Usambara lowlands in Tanzania, corresponds to Poly¬ 
sphaeria sp. B of the Flora of Tropical East Africa. 
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Mountains. 

The Eastern Arc Mountains and coastal forests of 
Tanzania and Kenya are well known to support a high 
diversity of both plants and animals with extremely 
high concentrations of rare and endemic species 
(Myers et al., 2000; Critical Ecosystem Partnership 
Fund, 2003; Burgess et al., 2007; Hall et al., 2009). 
Recent and ongoing botanical exploration in this area 
continues to add to this number (e.g., Gereau & 
Bodine, 2005; Lantz & Gereau, 2005; Couvreur et al., 
2006). Continuing this trend, three new species in two 
genera of Rubiaceae are described below. 

1993) is a genus of about 50 (Ridsdale, 1996) to 53 

western Pacific region (Govaerts et al., 2009). In 

many species of the tribe Gardenieae, including 

species of Aidia, have resinous exudates. Aidia is 
distinguished within the Gardenieae by triangular 
stipules that are either shortly fused around the stem 
or free and interpetiolar; hermaphroditic 4- or 5-merous 
flowers; corolla lobes convolute in bud and overlapping 
to the left, 2(rarely 3)-locular ovaries with numerous 
ovules on peltate; axile placentas; baccate fruits; and a 

cences are congested to laxly cymose and borne on one 

node in a pseudoaxillary or supraaxillary position. The 
inflorescence is sometimes positioned opposite a 
developed leaf but with the subtending leaf reduced 
or apparently lacking, or sometimes the node bearing 
the inflorescence is apparently leafless, with the leaf 
opposite the inflorescence reduced to an inconspicuous 
scale. The flowers often have secondary pollen 
presentation, with the non-receptive outer surface of 
the stigma forming an oblongoid to clavate, ridged 

is first deposited, and then dispersed by pollinators 
from that position. 

Verdcourt (1988a) reported one species and variety 
of Aidia from Tanzania and Kenya, A. micrantha (K. 
Schum.) Bullock ex F. White var. msonju (K. Krause) 

separate species, which he called Aidia sp., might 
also be found there based on very imperfect material. 
Recent botanical exploration in the region has now 

species newly described below. Both new species 
belong to Aidia sect. Aidia, as circumscribed by 

leaf-opposed inflorescences, lanceolate corolla lobes, 

presenters. 

Tree or shrub 12-25 m tall; leaf blade moderately 
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specimen localities (see specimen citations and distri¬ 
bution map at <www.tropicos.org/name/50322847>), 
we calculate an extent of occurrence (E00) of almost 
6900 km2 and an area of occupancy (A00) of just 
under 70 km2 using a cell size of 3.16 km. Using 

IUCN Red List Categories and Criteria Version 3.1 
(IUCN, 2001), with an E00 of < 20,000 km2, an A00 
of < 2000 km2, not more than 10 locations, and the 
continuing decline in extent and quality of coastal 
forest habitats due to land clearing and lorest 
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